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Halifax Disaster 

press the first news the 
terrible occurred December 6th 
the harbor Halifax being telegraphed 
throughout the land. The explosion 
ported have been felt distance 200 
miles from the city. Sir Frederick Fraser 
vividly describes the fearful effect 
concussion saying that “it caused 
zard splintered glass and this accompanied 
flying shrapnel probably accounts gor many 
deaths well for the loss eyesight.” 
this writing estimated that five hun- 
dred men, women and children have become 
blind. The final figures are yet available, 
only half this number, have 
sight the problem presented appalling 
one. worker for the blind has only 
being suddenly confronted with the 
what undertaking faces the 
Halifax this The American 
Association the Blind and 
Blind are taking steps 
their power help. arrange- 
ments are made any one wishing send im- 
‘mediate financial assistance should communi- 
with Sir Frederick Fraser the School 
for the Blind, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 


‘Report Dunstan’s 

Through the courtesy Sir Pear- 
son are enabled-to bind issue, re- 
prints. of. the report .of St. Dunstan’s which 
have been presented the Outlook for the 
Blind. gratifying that.our readers are 
have this opportunity studying the 
English plan helping blinded soldiers, for 
same number are publishing the 
proposed plan for the care American 
who may lose their sight the war. 
One the most striking differences between 
two efforts that most the English 


work being carried result private 
initiative and philanthropic 
the United States everything un- 
dertaken the expense and under the direc- 
tion the government. 


Uncle Sam’s Plans 
for Blind Soldiers 


The article Major James Bordley, giv- 
ing outline the proposed plans for the 
care, re-education and employment the 
soldiers blinded battle, which 
appears upon another page, will interest 
all workers for the blind. The Surgeon 
General’s Office decided that, before making 
any plans for the rehabilitation the blinded 
soldiers, would take counsel with group 
representative workers for the blind. 
jor Bordley was assigned the task gather- 
ing the and was his invita- 
tion that group the blind 
met Washington in- October. this issue 
are printing outline the result 
this conference with representatives the 
Surgeon General’s Office. 

Previous the meeting, representatives 
the Surgeon General’s Office. had made de- 
tailed survey the work for blinded sol- 
diers France and England. They had also 
sent questionnaires workers for blind 
throughout America, asking for. suggestions 
relative plan for. caring for those 
who. might lose their sight The 
answers received were analyzed, and set 
carefully prepared questions drawn for 
presentation the smaller group workers 
for the blind who were assembled Wash- 
ington. These answered categorically 
and from the replies, digest was made which 
formed the basis of-the final scheme that was 
accepted the Surgeon General’s Office. 


.Those who took part this. advisory com- 


mittee were with. the de- 
termination the government the very 
best thing possible for every. may 
be.so unfortunate his sight the 
world’s great conflict. 


The campaigns for the pur- 
chase Liberty Bonds, Red 
Cross Funds and Army 
projects are cutting 
down the income all other charitable activ- 
ities. The Outlook for the Blind ex- 
ception the rule, and there has never been 
time when have been greater need 
for continued support from our subscribers. 
gratifying report that the number 
paid subscriptions has never been large 
today, and many our faithful donors 
have contributed even though their contribu- 
tions have had diminished. The actual 
cost production has been reduced the 
minimum. With the last issue, the experi- 
ment reducing the size type was tried, 
but has been felt all those interested 
that rather than reduce the legibility the 
text would wiser reduce the amount 
matter printed. the other hand, 
every person who regularly subscribes the 
publication would voluntarily add fifty cents 
one dollar the annual subscription price 
one dollar year, could look forward 
the coming year with confidence. Many 
have suggested raising the price the maga- 
zine $1.50 year. have not done this 
yet the hope that enough the friends 
the magazine would come forward and 
voluntarily add something their annual 
contribution. 


The War and 
The Outlook 
for the Blind 


The Massachusetts Associa- 
tion for Promoting the In- 
terests the Blind, when 
first started work 1903, 
stated that one its aims would en- 
deavor find positions for the blind fac- 
tories for the seeing. Here and there through- 
out the country, blind men and women, partic- 
ularly those having certain amount use- 
ful vision, had found for themselves places 
industrial plants. far know the 
Massachusetts Association was the first or- 
ganization its kind this country 
search for such opportunities. 

1904 the Dennison Manufacturing Com- 
pany, where the well known tags are made, 
responded the appeal the Association and 
opened its doors blind man. 

the 1910 Autumn number this maga- 
zine (Volume No. the frontispiece and 
opening article deal with this subject and 
shows that the idea helping the blind 


New Factory 
Employment 
for the Blind 
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find work factories side side with the 
seeing, was being taken various asso- 
ciations for the blind. cannot better 
than reprint statement which appeared 
the above mentioned article. 


“Since the Massachusetts experiment several 
opportunities have been discovered for blind 
operatives different parts the country, 
but the most conspicuous example Day- 
ton, Ohio. 1908 positions for one partially 
and two totally blind women were found 
the factory the National Cash Register 
Company. The concern makes the following 
about their blind workers: ‘The 
blind women employed our factory Day- 
ton, work exactly the same basis our 
other women employees. They work piece- 
work, and far have earned much 
any woman has earned jobs that have been 

Not satisfied with having made such good 
start the Cash Register Works, the Dayton 
Association placed three young women 
box factory and another establishment 
where groceries were packed small pack- 
ages. Last month through the indefatigable 
efforts Mrs. Barney, the president 
the Dayton Association, nine the broom 
makers from the Dayton Workshop for the 
Blind were placed the plating department 
the Davis Sewing Machine Company, wiring, 
counting, and stringing castings preparatory 
the castings being plated. 
piece shows group these young men 
their work the factory, and with the 
greatest satisfaction that are able re- 
produce this unique illustration, and hope 
that will serve inspire other workers 
for the blind continue their search for 
similar opportunities.” 

Unfortunately, most the blind people who 
were found positions factories Dayton, 
for one reason another have discontinued 
their work, although there are still blind 
workers the plant the Cash Register 
Company. August 1916 two totally blind 
men entered the plant Robbins Meyers 
Springfield, Ohio. They were given em- 


ployment winding armatures. 

May this year, Dr. Wheeler went 
step further and founded Ampere, New 
Jersey, the Double Duty Finger Guild, fur- 
ther particulars which are given upon 
another page. 

fortunate for the blind that man 
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like Dr. Wheeler, who has not only inti- 
mate knowledge electrical problems but 
warm personal interest the blind, was will- 
ing undertake this practical experiment 
providing work for those who have lost their 
sight. 

the High Drive, Helen Hunt Falls, 

North Cheyenne Canon, Colorado. 

our cover are using 
showing the Helen Hunt Falls which are 
seen the North Cheyenne Canon, Colo- 
rado. Our frontispiece entitled “On the High 
Drive” gives good idea the wonderful 
scenery which found near the meeting 
place the 1918 convention the American 
Association Instructors the Blind. The 
Chamber Commerce Colorado Springs, 
which courteously furnished with these il- 
lustrations, states explanation them that 
“Following the stream through the depths 
North Cheyenne Canon, then winding and 
over the ridge, and descending through Bear 
Creek Canon, ‘The High Drive’ probably 
one the most remarkable roads owned 
any American municipality. was built 
the late General William Palmer, founder 
Colorado Springs, and him given 
that city part its public system.” 


Vocational Guidance 
Schools for the Blind. 


With the opening schools for the blind 
this year innovation has been made the 
Perkins Institution, the Ohio State School 
for the Blind and the classes for the blind 
the Cleveland public schools that mem- 
ber the staff each these places has been 
assigned the vocational guidance the pu- 
This work new that much cannot 
said this time; nevertheless, sig- 
nificant step and undoubtedly one the right 
direction. The immediate problems 
institutions are different, therefore the efforts 
the three Vocational Guidance Directors 
are not exactly the same detail. the 
other hand, the fundamental purpose their 


everywhere are feeling more and more keenly 
the imperative necessity definitely fitting 
their pupils for the largest possible useful and 
remunerative employment after graduation. 
also being recognized that, just with the 
seeing the same course study for the blind 
not suitable for all. fact every blind 
pupil reality individual rather than 
class problem. Whatever else these vocational 
guidance workers may they will great 
help planning and adjusting the course 
study for each pupil. shall watch the de- 
velopment this phase work with keen 
interest. 


ONE INDISPENSABLE 

Some time ago certain inmate was re- 
leased. This inmate had been holding down 
very responsible position—so responsible, 
fact, that just before his release predictions 
were freely made that difficulty would had 
finding man fill the day this 
trusted man went out, however, another in- 
mate promptly stepped into his place, assumed 
his burden exacting duties and business 
was transacted usual. And did you ever 
notice this always the way goes—inside 
matter how valuable reliable man is— 
how important his work—there always 
some one able and willing step into his 
shoes and keep things running the even 
tenor their way. 

Some are inclined take ourselves 
too seriously times. Especially those occu- 
pying positions responsibility are inclined 
suffer occasionally with well developed 
cases “exaggerated ego.” But the fact is, 
none are absolutely indispensable the 
constituted well being things. There 
always some one fitted step into our place 
the minute lay down our work, and per- 
form our duties just well not great 
deal better than ever did. This tends 
take some the conceit out fellow. But 
the truth. all the world there 
one who indispensable!—From Ohio Peni- 
tentiary News. 
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PLANS THE GOVERNMENT FOR SOLDIERS 
BLINDED BATTLE 


There much interest being manifested 
the re-education the blinded soldier that 
feel sure statement from those charged 
with this great responsibility will inter- 
est your readers. 

October 12, 1917, the 
Ophthalmology the Council National 
Defense the request the Surgeon Gen- 
eral the Army called together group 
people interested the welfare the civil 
blind. purpose this meeting was 
consider plans for the re-education the 
blinded soldier. 

After conference lasting two days 
which every angle the problem was de- 
bated and thoroughly considered the follow- 
ing suggestions were made the Surgeon 
General studied the Division Re- 
construction, Major Edgar King, C., chief. 


THE WORK IN FRANCE 


blind until pronounced the special hos- 
pital centre the surgeon charge thereof. 
Any soldier possessing 1-10 vision less 
the better eye shall considered blind.* 

the head the work France, under 
the surgeon charge the special hospital 
centre, there shall executive officer with 
one more assistants and secretary. This 
executive officer should selected and sent 
France the earliest possible moment. 
should have authority determine the num- 
ber and the qualifications teachers, helpers, 
etc., and select his entire staff. least 
one capable blind man, for the inspirational 
value his example, should member 
the staff soon practicable. The execu- 
tive officer should have his headquarters the 
special hospital centre. 

soon practicable the injured man 
should provided with suitable recreation 
and occupation the base hospital, feasi- 
ble, but chiefly the special hospital centre. 
This treatment should continue, also, all the 
time waiting the port embarkation. 

Blinded men should distributed among 


*The standard will probably be: “Blind 
means .too blind work for which 
evesight essential.” 


other patients for the purpose broadening 
their interests and securing the assistance 
comrades, and avoiding segregating them 
“blind ward.” 

During convalescence, games, amuse- 
ments suitable kinds and physical and men- 
tal occupation various forms should pro- 
vided. These are enumerated our appen- 
dix, hereto. 

order that encouragement and loss 
ground may not ensue, important that 
the executive officer provide 
these activities the port embarka- 
tion. 

France, mention made here important’ 
phase the work; namely, provision for the 
homeward voyage. shipboard the blind 
man must continue have occupation and 
amusement. Materials for this service should 
supplied. Necessary attention can pro- 
vided through the otherwise wounded, with 
whom the blinded are making the return voy- 
age. Such persons should designated and 
coached for this service previous embarka- 
tion. 

WORK THE UNITED STATES 


Provision shall made for continuance 
recreation and occupation under the guidance 
specially designated expert, the hos- 
pital the port entry selected for their 
reception, until their dispatch the Station 
for Re-education Blinded Soldiers. 


Stations for Re-education: 

the most essential means for accom- 
plishing expeditions and effective rehabilita- 
tion these men, there shall Station (or 
Stations) for the Re-education Blinded 
Soldiers, under the military organization, pro- 
vided and equipped the Government, 
some point (or points) not far from the east- 
ern sea-board. station should provide ac- 
commodations for not exceed 200 soldiers, 
with due regard for their proper classifica- 
tion. 

director shall chosen for each sta- 
tion who shall immediate charge all 
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A glimpse of the residence upon Mrs. T. Harrison Garrett’s 99 acre estate which has been donated 
for the use of the American soldiers blinded in battle 


its activities, with power appoint teachers 
and all necessary assistants. shall deter- 
mine each case, the nature and extent 
the training provided. 

Suitable instruction shall provided 
such subjects reading and writing the ap- 
proved uniform embossed system, writing with 
the pencil and the typewriter, transcribing 
from the dictaphone and 
board operating; such trades and occupa- 
tions are suitable for the blind (see ap- 
pendix); physical training through gym- 
nastics, athletics, swimming, bowling, tramp- 
ing, boating, etc. Recreation various forms 
shall provided. 

For the completion training, period 
from three months year will probably 
required. The Director shall recommend 
any additional educational training and take 
measures secure each case. For per- 
sons capable following profession, col- 
lege professional school training may 
secured existing institutions learning 
with suitable facilites. For those best adapted 
manual occupations, opportunities may 
provided for intensive training therein. 

Discharge from training shall upon 
the recommendation the Director the 
Administrator the Station. 


Placement and Follow-up Work: 

placement agent should appointed 
work under the authority the Adminis- 
trator, whose duties shall seek opportuni- 
ties for employment professions and 


trades already proved practicable for sightless 
men and search out other fields which 
they may engaged and assist procuring 
their employment. 

Too much stress cannot laid upon pre- 
paring the blinded soldier for returning 
his former occupation one closely allied 
thereto. 

the case the helpless blind, im- 
perative seek provide such instruction 
for some member his family will enable 
the blind man usefully occupied. 

Civil service regulations should 
amended open opportunities for employ- 
ment the blind. 


Follow-up work should continued un- 
der the authority and direction the Admin- 
istrator carefully devised plan during 
the continuance compensation payments. 


Experience proves that individual volun- 
teer service usually spasmodic and unde- 
pendable. Properly organized and directed, 
however, such service the part both 
women and men desirable. Volunteer as- 
sociations for the blind now exist, whose 
service may profitably utilized providing 
entertainment and supplementing the work 
the employed agent. 


Appendix 
blind and semi-blind are 
found many trades and professions. 
must remembered that their employment 
largely individual matter. 


SURGEON GENERAL 
RECONSTRUCTION- REEDUCATION 


SERVICE in FRANCE 
HOSPITAL SPECIAL HEAD FORT or EMBARK. 


HOSPITAL CENTER 


INSTRUCTORS 
EADING WRITING 
GAMES 


TRADES 


Broom making. conducted 
with modern machinery factory groups.) 

groups. 

Basket making. (Possible both in- 
dividual and collective industry.) 

Rug and Carpet weaving. (Individual 
home trade.) (Members family can and 
help this work.) 

Telephone operation. 

Farm work. 

Mat making. 


(Upon own farm.) 
(Shop industry.) 


Work FACTORIES FOR THE SEEING 


Blind and semi-blind men are individually 
employed factories here and throughout 
the country, and, unquestionably, systematic 
survey would bring light many other simi- 
lar opportunities. 

Tuning piano factories. 

Winding coils for armatures. 
electric motor manufacturing plants), etc. 


(In 


PROFESSIONS AND OTHER OCCUPATIONS 


There are successful blind men many 
professions; lawyers, college professors, min- 
isters, teachers, etc. 

Piano tuning. (An individual trade.) 

Salesmen. (Too much emphasis cannot 
laid upon this, which includes selling in- 
numerable things, from newspapers pianos, 
insurance, real estate, stocks, bonds, etc. 

Massage. (Government work, $50.00 per 


month and board.) 
Osteopathy. 
and Dictaphone operating. 
New occupations—to determined. 


SERVICE in U.S. 


DSTRSUTION PROFE 
HOSPITAL ORME RCIAL 
TRADES 
AGRICULTURE 


PHYSICA). VOCATIONAL MILITARY DIRECTOR 
EXAM. BOARD. DETACHMENT 


EXPERTS 


AMUSEMENTS, PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 


Table Games 
Cards, Dominoes, Checkers, Chess, Parchesi, 
Halma, Backgammon, Fox and Geese, Soli- 
taire with marbles. 


Training Self-helpfulness* 
Dressing, Shaving, Handling knife, fork and 
spoon table, Walking with cane, Pencil 
writing, Sewing buttons. 


Occupational Work 
Reed work, Whittling,* Carpentry and join- 
ery, Net-making and coarse knitting,* Mando- 
lin and guitar playing, etc.* 
Recreation 
Dancing, Singing, Cross-country walking, 
Roller skating, Attendance theatres, musi- 
cals and other entertainments. 
Athletics 
Medicine-ball, Push-ball, Punching-bag, Re- 
lay races, Gymnastics, Field sports, Running, 
Climbing, Swimming, Diving, Skating. 
CLASSIFICATION READING EMBOSSED 
Fiction—best modern stories, short rather 
than long stories, detective tales, 
History and Biography, including sketches 


Adventure and 10% 
Popular Science and European 10% 
Social Science and 
Poetry and General 
Alphabet cards, practice sheet 7X, Primer 


B—Religion and Morals, omitted be- 
cause they will privately supplied. 


*For use France. 


COMME ROAL 
EoucATION 
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These suggestions were intended only 
basis which predicate plan action 
the Surgeon General. The plan now drawn 
embodies all the essential points the sug- 
gestions. 

The members 
Committee were: 


Allen, 
stitution for the Blind. 

Burritt, Principal, Pennsylvania 
stitution for the Instruction the Blind. 

Charles Campbell, Superintendent, 
School for the Blind. 

Liborio Delfino, Field Officer, Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Instruction the Blind. 

Walter Holmes, Manager, Zieg- 
ler Magazine for the Blind. 

Robert Irwin, Supervisor, Classes for 
the Blind and Partially Blind the Public 
Schools, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Toledo, 
Ohio. 

Migel, Treasurer the Commission 
(National) Uniform Type for the Blind. 

Frederick Mills, Superintendent, Penn- 
sylvania Working Home for Blind Men. 

Mrs. Gertrude. Rider, Librarian 
Charge, Reading Room for the Blind, Library 
Congress. 

Edward Van Cleve, Principal, New York 
(City) Institute for the Blind. 


comprising this Advisory 


Director, In- 


There being prepared for the soldiers, 
beautiful country estate, offered the Sur- 
geon General for the purpose Mrs. ‘T. 
Harrison Garrett Baltimore, complete 
hospital school for the blind, including the 
necessary rooms for teaching, entertainment, 
shops, swimming pool, gymnasium, etc. 
proposed spare expense making the 
school near perfect its appointments 
necessary. 

The purpose the school train the 


blind soldier live blind man, give 
him faith himself, teach him the mental 
and physical value steady employment. 
will give him the primary essentials vari- 
ous occupations. 

The higher education, manual men- 
tai, will carried out schools and shops 
where the competition will either with the 
more less successful blind with sighted 
people. other words the Government will 
not build colleges manufacturing plants for 
the blind, but will utilize existing institutions 
proven worth which complete the 
training. 

has been stated above there will two 
services: One France and the other 
this country. The French service will un- 
der the direction field agent, whose 
ability there question; the service the 
United States will under the direction 
one America’s most able blind educators. 

The Government, through the Surgeon Gen- 
eral, intends “place” the blind after the 
completion their education, for this 
purpose the blind are included 
industrial and professional survey being 
made for the employment handicapped sol- 
diers. This survey reveal. 
bilities for the industrially handicapped, lo- 
cate jobs and see that job found fit 
the man. 

proposed that after placing the man 
given the necessary after care the 
years that are come. 

this great work the Government needs 
the hearty co-operation all those interested 
the blind, expects the active support 
the educators the blind. fact get the 
maximum benefit for the soldier those who 
know the value systematic training for the 
blind must support every way this under- 
taking. 
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SPECIAL SALES WORK THE BLIND 


LOTTA RAND, Superintendent Training and Employment for Women, 
Massachusetts Commission for the Blind* 


The Commission for the 
Blind, having reached the mature age ten 
years, has measure ceased new 
sensation, the public has grown used and 
the first novelty appeal the cause has 
worn off degree and are now realizing 
and trying hold our own against the nu- 
merous other demands the public sympathy 
and pocket book. 

The first policy conducting special 
was the lines soliciting the 
personal interest and assistance people with 
influence, but later years attempt has 
been made toward commercial selling, trying 
place the merchandising the work the 
blind business basis, feeling that the 

goods could made sell their own 
merits was the right step toward perma- 
nent future for the work. 

will buy out pure sympathy gen- 
erously and freely for awhile, but after the 
newness and wonder has worn off comes the 
real struggle—the test time. course this 
does not hold good all instances, are 
pleased testify grateful recognition 
our steady clientele customers. 

Whether, owing the present difficult mar- 
ket due war conditions, shall able 
continue the policy methods 
selling, shall have return appeal 
system behalf the cause, grave ques- 
tion. least are facing serious loss 
sales the present time. 

keenly the urgent need increas- 
ing sales the estimates for Industrial Appro- 
priation this year called for additional sum 
enable buy all the work home 
workers could and employ saleswoman 
who could give full time finding market 
for it. Unfortunately were not granted 
the increase allow this. 

Our form special selling then, aside from 
established salesroom and summer shop 
the North Shore (now discontinued), fol- 
lowed the custom sales private homes 
where personal friends the hostess and 
other interested people were specially invited. 
This form selling probably met with the 
largest returns for the smallest amount ef- 


*(Read the 1917 Convention the 
B., Portland, Me.) 


fort and expense. They were very charming 
affairs and there was opportunity for choice 
display goods. Many came and bought out 
courtesy the hostess and devotion the 
cause and the same ones felt obligation 
buy this manner from time time. 

confining myself the question 
sales for home workers, sales radiating 
from our Woolson House Industries and 
salesroom. The work done the men such 
the Cambridge Rugs, “Wundermops,” 
brooms and willow basketry under dif- 
ferent department, wholly commercial, and 
handled manner direct with 
business concerns. not carry these 
goods aside from the willow our salesroom 
and never take them special sales. 

one time tried the winter resorts, go- 
ing south far Palm Beach, but were 
obliged give this the sales, owing 
popular demand for the smialler and less 
expensive articles, did not warrant the great 
expense travel. Since then have con- 
within reasonable travelling distance. 

Two our agents with the goods and 
carry representative line both art fab- 
rics and home work. interesting note 
that classification sales shows the amount 
beautiful and the useful articles usually 
about equally divided. The sales are made 
the very smallest and cheapest articles and 
although the sum often disheartening 
surprising how many articles were sold 
make the sum. Last summer our agents, 
although discourged, often’ found that they 
had done far better than many business firms 
holding sales the same hotel. This 
believe due the fact that did carry some 
goods and that people bought be- 
cause they really wished the articles. 

consider our special sales largely the 
light good advertising, people seeing our 
work different hotels, Women’s Clubs and 
store sales will frequently send call our 
salesroom later for certain goods. Orders 
were filled last year from different cities 
outside Massachusetts. 

Particularly are the special sales held 
department stores excellent advertising medi- 
ums. Three these store sales have been 
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held. The first, few years ago, was for two 
weeks Christmas time Boston. Five 
blind workers demonstrated carpentry, weav- 
ing, basketry, braided rug making and ma- 
This opportunity afforded 
what was considered the best advertising 
had ever done. The second store sale was 
invitation from Springfield. were there 
two weeks with blind man demonstrating 
rug weaving. The store was providing free 
lecture the Panama Exposition one- 
half hour intervals. The elevators rushed the 
crowds the top floor for the lecture and 
turned them out our exhibit afterwards. 
this way fresh crowd descended upon 
every minutes. was estimated about 
3,000 people saw the work. was splendid 
way get the crowd, but was weary work 
explain it, sell, straighten out the stock 
and ready for the next installment. 
outgrowth this sale was invitation the 
Good Homes Exposition, conducted April, 
1916 the Springfield Republican. were 
given three splendid booth space accommoda- 
tions for one week and had the chance ex- 
plain the work some 12,000 visitors. 
blind girl demonstrated weaving and the State 
Home Teacher for that district was present 
certain days, telling the interested public 
his duties. The third store sale was held 
last February for one week Fall River 
store. Springfield and Fall River gave space, 
did advertising, took care sales, charge 
customers and delivered goods. Our part was 
bring goods, blind demonstrators, attend 
selling and explain the work. 

endeavor produce articles the public will 
want buy, useful novelties the housekeeper 
needs and cannot find department stores, 
goods beautify the home. other 
words keep abreast the times fads 
and fancies vogue the moment, which 
the blind can manufacture. this one 
must keep ever alert for new ideas with these 
three points view: Can blind person 
make the article? Can they earn anything 
they make (allowing for cost mate- 
rials and time) and will the public buy when 
made? takes time instruct the blind 
worker the novelty must taken before 
becomes too for fads are short 
lived best and one must the van 
not attempt all. Our aim have orr 
blind workers make either useful beautiful 


goods, economize labor and cost ma- 
terials making only things coming under 
either one these two headings. Were 
differently located catering different 
class customers, our stock would have 
stand the light middle men, knowing 
the class goods demanded our customers 
and advise the output the blind worker ac- 
cordingly. 

realize this not understood all the 
home workers and naturally cannot be, 
they often live too far away close 
touch with the salesroom. 

The standard workmanship but 
keep seems the only hope for growth 
and future. outlet could made for 
the undesirables, seconds inferior grade 
goods entirely separate way would fill 
need. attempt sell badly made goods 
the same time and place with articles 
standard tends for confusion the minds 
the sighted purchasers. They apparently un- 
derstand when explained that the poorly 
made article not representative what the 
blind can do, but later the piece shown 
others work blind person without qual- 
ification and tends lower the standard 
the eyes the public, whom are trying 
educate understand the abilities blind 
workers and the same time reduces the 
need effort toward perfection the blind 
workers themselves. For 
made article will sell then why try any 

has been found helpful and necessary 
issue the following letter form the Home 
Workers, called Reminders the Home 
Workers. 

The Salesroom Jury ask the Home Workers 
co-operate with them upholding the 
present high standard the work closely 
following these regulations: 

meet the demands customers for cer- 
tain shades and colors, consignors sending 
work the Salesroom are asked buy all 
worsteds, yarns and ribbons, except white and 
black, through Miss Florence Cummings, 
Park Street, Boston. this will give the 
Workers the advantage buying worsteds 
wholesale rates. 

Consignors having hand colored wor- 
steds and ribbons are asked submit sam- 
ples the Salesroom BEFORE making and 
consigning articles. 
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The aim offer customers not only well 
made but popular and attractive 

suggested that descriptions new ar- 
ticles sent the Salesroom before they 
are made up, consignors not, course, 
wish spend time and money goods 
which, because shape and color, would 
not salable when done. 

For these reasons, Head Coverings, wor- 
sted Petticoats and Worsted Trimmings must 
left for order Work only, there little 
demand for them. 

All goods placed sale are accepted with 
the understanding that they are made the 
Blind; the workers are ill and cannot fill 
the orders themselves, they are asked no- 
tify the Salesroom once, instead trying 
have the work done seeing relatives and 
friends. 

meet promptly the demand for such arti- 
cles gloves, mittens and household supplies, 
must ask workers fill orders promptly 
possible, that sales may not lost be- 
cause our not having the article stock, 
account our not being able fill 
the order within reasonable limit time. 

holding the standard workmanship, 
wish make clear that all workers are 
not expected the difficult designs, but 
begin with simple piece and, possible, 
work the more intricate. Whatever they 
do, only face cloth, well enough 
prove salable. 

For years one customer has placed our 
disposal sum money buy the first 
work women. this way have been 
able buy from new consignor knitted ar- 
ticle not the required standard. 

The new worker, possibly losing sight 
later life and never having had the advan- 
tages instruction open the blind, would 
feel rebuffed have her first work returned 
from salesroom, bought through the 
kindness this customer, and the worker 
told that the piece was sold special effort 
and that when she sends more work would 
suggest that she try make such and such 
corrections, and the same time tell about 
the State Home Teacher and ask she would 
care take lessons. this way try 
soften the criticisms and lead better 
work. 


This winter letter was sent blind 


women the homes, asking they cared 
try selling home work 20% commission. 


This was tried for four reasons: first 
means additional earnings, second in- 
crease the work for the other home workers, 
third help introducing the work 
large group people, and fourth give 
the canvasser herself little idea the sell- 
ing problem. Out the written to, de- 
clined, one agreed take price list and only 
selling, otherwise employed and the re- 
maining did not make enough success 
continue. 


unfortunately have had quite “stay- 
at-home,” but know that this date with 
Massachusetts the field salable prod- 
ucts from home workers not unlimited 
one. careful study present workers 
their homes shows that their output could 
best increased The two chief 
causes why the output limited—semi-invalid- 
ism and home cares. 

the work statewide the obligation 
support should not fall any one city 
town and for this reason special outside sales 
are important and necessary,—Important 
means education and advertisement, and 
necessary outlet. 

connection with merchandise brought 
from our salesroom, when holding exhibit 
and sale under the auspices Women’s Clubs 
other cities, encourage “Local Table” 
goods made blind residents and presided 
over some interested town’s woman. The 
goods this table have not been consigned to, 
passed upon the Salesroom Jury and the 
worker has made whatever she wishes 
with restrictions designs colors. 
The comparison goods between the Com- 
mission’s Table and the Local Table frequently 
proves greater educational value than hours 
explanation. 

Due measure these special efforts 
other cities comes the gathering together 
interested people, who can ‘be worked into 
Local Committees. Since about 1912, spe- 
cial sales have been held addition the 
regular outlets. these, have been club 
sales and were hotels. Whereas special 
sales should always continued and increased 
for the reasons mentioned, still our problem 
selling Massachusetts would be, feel sure, 
greatly simplified the rent could afforded 
for store centrally located and the street 
floor. The average customers will not 
stairs exclusive shop, but will drop in, 
matter course, street store. were 
fortunate having such store loaned 
one time and the returns, educationally and 
financially, proved its value. 

date the rents for such shops have been 
prohibitive, but live hope. the mean- 
while have found vast importance 
having the salesroom connection with the 
administrative offices, and value both. 
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BLIND WOMEN’S WORK 


FRANCES Executive Secretary Ohio Commission for the Blind* 


The Ohio Commission for the Blind began 
selling articles made blind women their 
homes 1912. For four years the two prin- 
cipal means disposing the women’s work 
was through special sales conducted 
Women’s Clubs and departments 
blind one the largest stores Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus, Youngs- 
town and Akron. The sales 
these stores open throughout the year, the 
state paying the salary the saleswoman, the 
store giving the space for the sale, delivering 
the goods and collecting payment for the same. 
addition this the Commission conducted 
sales for week less many other stores, 
and for several summers Lakeside Chau- 
tauqua. 


Upon studying the cost these selling 
operations became evident that the percent- 
age expense was great that might 
possible ask merchants purchase certain 
stableized articles being made the blind 
women upon wholesale basis, the difference 
between the wholesale and our own retail sell- 
ing price being more, but rather less than 
the cost selling the above mentioned 
way. 

With this thought mind arranged 
have our traveling saleswoman stores 
some the largest cities neighboring 
states well Ohio. During the past 
four months sales have been made twenty- 
three cities. 


This method selling appears ad- 
vantageous both from financial standpoint, 
since keeps the working capital the Com- 
mission more constantly use, and the point 
view the home worker has made 
possible for the Commission double and 
some cases treble the work given out. 
There constant demand the wholesale 
market for such things towels and aprons, 
and the Commission has not been burdened 
with surplus stock these things for sev- 
eral months; orders that will con- 
sume our entire output for some time come. 
Those who have struggled with the problem 


*Presented the 1917 Conference the 
B., Portland, Maine. 


finding for the products blind 
home workers (especially those who can make 
only the plainer articles and who are often 
dependent upon their income), know how 
quickly stock towels and aprons ac- 
cumulates and what long time usually 
takes dispose them the customary 
retail methods. 

While most have striven keep the 
standard home work high possible, 
when comes wholesaling the work the 
blind there can deviation, and every- 
thing has sold the prevailing market 
price strictly upon its merits and put into the 
stock the stores, not the work the 
blind (except few instances where firms 
desire advertise such) but high 
grade, well made articles with exceptional 

has become necessary for larger num- 
ber our home workers ‘to use sewing ma- 
chines find difficult sell aprons 
made hand, but have found demand 
for towels hemmed hand rather than 
machine. This course means more money 
for the home worker. 

have confined the articles sold whole- 
sale tea towels, percale and gingham aprons, 
dress bags, ironing board covers and rugs. 

During the past four months our wholesale 
sales have amounted $10,881.00. The ar- 
ticles sold included 4400 dozen tea towels, 770 
dozen aprons, 150 dozen dress bags, dozen 
ironing board covers and dozen rugs. The 
home workers received $5,009.50 for their 
labor upon these articles. The expense 
selling, including the discount allowed the 
merchants averaged 31%. 

have only just made beginning this 
method selling, and while not wise 
prophesy, feel that this going 
portion our output, the firms which or- 
dered cautiously first have increased their 
orders when calling for more our goods. 

The dream those connected with the 
Ohio Commission for the Blind that every 
blind woman the state who wishes work 
home and capable doing, may have 
the opportunity being regularly employed. 
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subject this paper, given the 
program, “Employment the Blind Among 
the Seeing,” one which should bring sugges- 
tions, opinions, comparisons ways and re- 
sults from all the workers here representing 
many different places our map. 
part deals only with three years’ experience, 
divided two, half time worker 
Massachussetts. 

Naturally the blind worker belongs one 
two classes, who works his own 
employer and the other hand who joins 
the larger army the employed. 

Almost everyone, whether seeing not, has 
ambition strike out for himself, 
his own boss, but takes personality plus 
many things make success individual 
effort these days hustle 

The insurance man who loses his sight when 
the midst well organized business, and 
who able afford proper guide and secre- 
tarial help, can continue his work make 
his livelihood. 

The man trained from childhood florist 
and gardener and with two years’ adjustment 
blindness, during which every possi- 
ble given ability and capacity hard 
work, may with proper financial help make 
good with greenhouse his own, since 
every spare minute caning chairs, cook- 
ing his own meals and making the most 
every cent. 

The time honored and proved trade piano 
tuning the outside depends too good 
work and advertising ability, but the be- 
ginning must often helped caning, teach- 
ing and canvassing. One young man, with un- 
usually pleasing personality and good standing 
his home town, may self-supporting 
within the first year, while another waiting 
comfortably for his acquaintances 
may barely exist until finds that unless 
pushes out for himself quite likely 

The ordinary “garden variety” musician 
and teacher must face long struggle before 
the victory self-support won, but con- 
stant endeavor, enthusiasm and eternal prac- 


WORK ALONGSIDE THE SEEING 


FLORENCE BURCHARD, Field Worker, Massachusetts Commission for the Blind* 


ticing bring results, even slow. But 
know girls who take normal training because 
the three added years school life thus 
offered and who frankly confess disliking 
the thought teaching. Their success seems 
hardly possible, for the worker must care 
every fibre her being, the results will 
disastrous. They must work harder 
please their pupils than sighted music teachers 
the town and their expenses are heavier. 
The ups and downs teacher’s life take 
courage and nerve high degree. 

The worker who his own employer often 
requires help the way capital and equip- 
ment, but the need seldom ends there. Most 
sighted people find many hard praces when 
they must turn somewhere for timely advice 
and further aid. much the more the 
necessity follow-up work and interest 
the man woman without sight. Its not 
enough start long swim, the pilot 
boat should stay alongside, case pos- 
sible unavoidable accidents. 


the worker willing prefers 
work under authority. comes very often the 
need go-between make the opening 
into which can his trial with the 
seeing world. This bringing together. 
seeing public possessed far from seeing 
mind regard the actual abilities the 
blind and the blind person who needs adjust- 
ment the seeing world, which one Italian 
father said “has not the tear for the down 
boy,” not easy one and needs very 
strong belief the actual possibility such 
work and considerable knowledge the in- 
side problems ‘In making .such 
placements the question one eco- 
nomic conditions. What has the blind person 
must face cold facts—that his 
capacity for compared ‘not with the 
blind worker but, seeing, This especially 
difficult for just, coming from school, 
where there has been competition only be- 
tween those handicapped way. 
assured success and resent the 
idea employer only looking for 
what can get out his employee. 

young man with yery little sight, who 
has taken course salesmanship 
tells that wishes become salesman 
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with some large company, but when faced 
with the facts that knows nothing the 
goods sold, nor can make out his 
day slips sales since has seeing 
friend ready help, the use type- 
writer, still will naturally have difficulty 
being made understand that few large con- 
cerns will remake their methods business 
help him out and that him 
plan ways get around obstacles. 

Then must want work, want from the 
bottom his heart, for one can will 
carry the unwilling worker along. 


Two brothers with congenital myopia, young 
men most pleasing manner and appearance, 
declared their need work. The father had 
struggled keep them school, although 
poor man. They had preparation other 
than business course from the high school, 
which because their handicap could not 
used ordinary clerical way. Special ar- 
rangements were made for them help out 
large men’s club, but this they refused 
beneath their education. When the suggestion 
training dictaphone work was made they 
felt that sort work might too confining. 
Yet they had absolutely ideas what 
they did want. One boy still, three years 
out school, doing nothing, and the other 
has six months’ work bell boy hotel, 
but with chance promotion. the 
real desire work was lacking, progress 
could made. 


The need beginning small comes hard 
the graduate the school, who may feel that 
his education far superior that his 
family, and when faced the fact that his 
actual wage earning capacity smaller, either 
often gives despair becomes bitter 
with what seems him the unfairness the 
economic world. 

One girl, after three months factory, 
said me, upon reporting her first raise— 
thought first wages were small because 
you got the job blind girl, but find 
they all started just the same 
the first she was able the work, was 
paid accordingly, but another girl could not 
adapt herself conditions her work 
quickly, with the result that she left after 
month’s trial and felt much abused, although 
the foreman had done his best make her 
fit into the life there. 

Manual processes are slow best this 


BLIND 


day machinery, and the worker must make 
his mind that some part his own par- 
ticular process may take him longer than the 
sighted person next him. know now 
girl who, while able the machine part 
her job dexteriously anyone, must 
slower the “jogging up” her result, 
when her fingers must tell all edges are 
even—a step which the sighted operator gets 
glance. 

Then there must greater willingness 
any extra work that possible, making 
oneself valuable any way. young girl 
taking her apprenticeship good hairdress- 
ing parlor lost her chance for continued em- 
ployment, which had been practically prom- 
ised, her unwillingness clean the rooms 
and wash towels. She said she wasn’t paid 
“kitchen canary.” This, too, when the 
other seeing girls did their share without 
grumble. 


The seeker for employment usually finds, 
applying the ordinary Employment Bureau, 
that there one who knows one thing 
about blindness the force and told 
that the bureau must consider the welfare 
its other patrons—the employers. Several who 
have gone the usual Employment Bureaus 
have been refused the beginning because 
inability see filling out the application 
blanks properly. 

Turning the side the employer, sure- 
fact that needs training quite 
much the would-be employee. Usually 
feels that person without sight either 
genius, absolutely helpless individual, 
and hard work convince him short 
time that after all blind people are just or- 
dinary individuals, good, medium poor 
workmen. The great chance success 
dealing with him lies the law “demand 
and where the greatest demand 
lies labor possible the sightless operator 
and then make application for your best can- 
didate. 

The biggest need all over the country for 
girls willing housework. Given 
woman who has any ability and willingness 
along that line and not hard place her, 
though according ability her wages range 
from $1.00 $6.00 week. have one girl 
now, slow mentally and physically, not 
years blind, who perfetcly happy and tre- 
mendously useful country town, where 
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she divides her time between two families who 
find her services almost indispensable, she 
willing anything she can and always 
cheerful. 


Perhaps with the newly awakened interest 
rehabilitation wounded soldiers other 
countries may come willingness try out 
these already handicapped soldiers life. 
far have not found any openings based upon 
this possibility, for the war has not come home 
closely enough yet. 


the other hand the employer has his 
problems, even inclined give trial, 
for the Employers’ Liability Act must con- 
sidered, the insurance companies inform 
him that the blind person doubles the risk 
his room, and many unions refuse handicapped 
labor. one youth, hunting his own job 
cigar factory, informed cursed 
all the way down stairs for bucking against 
the Cigar Maker’s Union.” 

order make working connections suc- 
cessfully anything the fact that one can’t 
for but must with both the blind 
seeker work and possible employer 
absolute fact. the possibility co-oper- 
ation that gives the only hopeful solution 
the hard problem. 

One factory where two girls and one blind 
man are working has even studied the problem 
happy housing conditions for the girls, near 
the factory and among the best their em- 
ployees. The two girls are most appreciative 
—feeling the wholesome tonic normal life 
and competition. 

Does pay have worker these prob- 
lems employment alongside the seeing, for 
after all the percentage small those able 
compete, since the aged and make 
large proportion the sightless? Un- 
less the workers believe honestly and enthu- 
that does, this work cannot suc- 
ceed that particular place and they need 
long course hard training with many ups 
and downs. Yet cold dollars and cents 
does any actual work for the blind bring more 
return for the amount expended than 
the case $600 (two years’ salary) bring- 
ing $4,000 money the people seeking 
help, which amount does not include the 
board and room which goes with the many 
farm and housework positions found. The 
work ranges from housework, positions 


piano factories, where the men make from $18 
$20 week. 

Errand boys, mother’s helpers, messengers, 
candy and box factory employees, paper sort- 
ing, making surgical dressings and dish- 
washing being among the more poorly paid, 
while better factory work the Dennison’s 
tag factory, freight handling, outside and fac- 
tory tuning, securing music pupils, pattern 
sorting (an old trade before loss sight and 
returned to), plaster mixing (also the man’s 
old trade), give some the more highly paid 
positions. Also Normal School graduate, 
while unable secure work the public 
schools, was suggested lecturer the 
Active Corps interested preparing help 
blinded soldiers, and bringing nearly 
women realization the problems already 
existence. 

Surely the mere physical healthiness get- 
ting honestly tired, looking forward 
holiday, the normal life which keeps the 
blind person from morbid thoughts and needs. 
Mentally seems bring good return, for 
the fairer adjustment, wider outlook, the give 
and take necessary existence, drive out the 
most discouraging all feelings, that be- 
ing class themselves—in the world but 
not it. 

Many factories have been visited and several 
lines work found perfectly possible shoe, 
candy, vacuum cleaning, speedometer, some 
large machine shops, Ford automobile and box 
factories. laundries the shakers could eas- 
ily people with very defective sight, and 
rope and wire splicing done successfully. 

All home work sent out factories pays 
very poorly, but one girl earned $9.00 one 
week stringing tags for printing company 
who were well satisfied promise all 
their tag work the future. Usually $2.00 
week the maximum and the work desper- 
ately tedious and slow. 


One girl has been offered position dic- 
taphone operator with lace curtain manufac- 
turer Boston and studying now one 
the regular business colleges. 


the other hand telegraphy and wireless 
which themselves are possible 
for the blind, have been removed from the 
category available positions because the 
telegraph company has passed rule which de- 
bars the blind and the wireless company 
considers the high voltage 
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dangerous have blind, person near them. 
Furthermore, the company requires their op- 
erators able repair the machines be- 
fore license granted and this repair work 
not practical for the blind. 

Assistance other than the actual securing 
work comes this field. Massachusetts has 
engaged sighted music transcriber help the 
organists and teachers keep with the de- 
mands for the best and newest music. 
church organist claims that least 
success holding good position satisfac- 
torily has come from the possibility being 
able prepare desired music with the help 
this reader just when needed. Young 
people unusual ability, after careful testing 
the best vocal teacher Boston, have been 
given voice lessons hopes adding their 
earning ability. 

This problem one individuals, althouzh 
the man newly blinded and the graduate the 
schools form divisions, but these two di- 
visions there are many differences there 
are individuals. much slower process 
place blind person and then more difficult 
keep the adjustment, and needs patience 
and courage not only from the agent and the 
employer, but very large fund from the 
blind man woman. not question 


THE DOUBLE DUTY FINGER GUILD 


when seeing people, young folks particular, 
take time get adjusted the world and 
change their occupations several times, 
why expect more the blind beginner whose 
world necessarily one needing harder and 
more careful fitting the needs and obstacles, 
The nervous force necessary get along 
double that the sighted, why surprised 
process best getting shaken into the proper 
niche life. 

schools are laying more and more 
stress vocational guidance and their voca- 
tional bureaus are doing great work.. The 
need for just such guide our schools for 
the blind seems even greater and the question 
training along practical lines rather than 
higher education for those unfitted for 
interesting one. One girl, wisely advised 
leave school and work after complet- 
ing her work, said me, 
learning more out the world school 
and though it’s hard four years ahead 
classmates lot things when they 
come out.” 

The real truth that, Mr. Roosevelt said 
once, you can’t pick people and carry them, 
but you can help them help 
the work-a-day world. 


PARK AVE.. AMPERE, NEW JERSEY 


The following statement has been issued 
The Double Duty Finger Guild Electrical 
Workshops the Blind, which Miss Carol 
Purse 

Meaning—The Duty Finger Guild 
workshop which blind people insulate 
small parts electrical machinery. 

The operation essential the manufac- 
ture electrical machinery. 

The hand operation whether 
the labor sighted blind. 

The product marketed contract before 
the work begun. 

Inauguration—The first experiment was 
made May 11, 1917, with the co-operation 
the New Jersey Commission for the Blind 
and the services six blind men secured 
the Commission. 

Growth—The employees the end six 
months number thirty-two. 


Eligibility for employment—Any blind 
son whose physical condition not menace 
other workers eligible for 
other source income, necessary 
that some person persons 
sponsibility for his maintenance until 
able support himself. 

cents per day operative while 
being trained. When his production reaches 
fifty cents value put work. 

The most skillful are already 
earning more than per day. 


the operatives, some whom have been 


ployed only few weeks, $1.50 per 
day. Power production steadily 


ing. 
The average beginner reaches the 
work basis from the fifth the tenth day. 
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Electrical Workshop for the Blind, Ampere, 


Hours Employment—The working day 
previous November was eight hours; half 
holiday Saturday. 

Beginning November and continuing 
December the length day was changed 
nine hours, Saturday included. 

Since December the hours Saturday 
have been shortened seven hours. 

this work the New York Sun Dec. 
1917, says part: 


The success the guild the result 
Dr. Schuyler Skaats Wheeler’s interest the 
problem offinding gainful occupations for the 
blind, months careful experimentation 
—its brief history shows this. Engrossed 
things electrical, for the founder the guild 
past president the American Institute 
Electrical Engineers and inventor, 
was not until the cables brought the news 
the many soldiers blinded battle that 
decided throw all his energies into the 
work saving the future for these unfor- 
tunates. 

“Think what means them! 
have been thrown from the white hot heat 
battle into the dark nothingness blindness, 
from the supreme independence fighting 
for their lives the pitiful dependence 
charity! Those who have died have made the 
supreme sacrifice one splendid moment, 
while those who lose their eyes must make 
their sacrifice every moment the years 
come. Realizing this set out find work 
for these men. 

“Several occupations were suggested and 
found few myself, but none promised finan- 
cial independence, and above every- 
thing else that these sightless soldiers must 
spared the feeling that they were the re- 


cipients charity, even the least degree. 
Finally, turned electrical manufacturing. 

“Many operations enter into the proper con- 
struction every piece electrical machin- 
ery and hoped find one that could done 
the blind. One advantage had 
search and that was the wonderful dexterity 
the fingers the sightless. That meant 
that the work must done hand, course, 
and investigated the handwork departments 
the manufacturing. 


“My search ended the winding rooms— 
the rooms where the thousands and thousands 
coils are insulated. These coils are the 
vital parts the armatures, just the arma- 
tures are the most necessary parts all motors 
and generators. Without armatures could 
not have either motors generators, without 
coils could not build efficient armatures. 


“The coils are insulated wrapping them 
with various kinds tape all this 
work done hand. Deft fingers are most 
required this work, and soon thought 
it, felt that problem was solved. 


“This was about four months ago and 
immediately founded the Double Duty Finger 
Guild Ampere, J., and started experi- 
ments test theory. Several blind men 
were induced try the work, and very 
few days they took hold and showed that 
they could it. Others then joined the 
guild and now there are quite number. 

“There are also some women who have been 
blind for years and all are earning fair wages 
and are independent. They are doing the 
same work that more than 250 sighted em- 
ployees do, and, like them, are paid the 
piece.” 


little incident showed what meant 
one man who had been blind for eighteen 
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years. had been paid off, and turned 
the superintendent and asked: 

“What’s become the coils wound this 
week 

“Why, they went into armatures for steel 
mill motors,” was told, these motors 
are their way company that’s making 
stuff for the Government.” 

The blind man was silent for moment and 
then looked with happy smile. 

“That’s great!” exclaimed. “That means 


doing bit the war, doesn’t it?” and 
his smile did not fade that day. 

His suggestion that was doing his bit 
Dr. Wheeler’s further development the 
guild. When the sightless soldiers are doing 
this work other men will released for more 
active duty and the gain will two-fold; 
their country will have more men for service 
nearer the battle line and will relieved 
great measure from the duty caring for 
its battle blind. 


THE INABILITY TRAVEL ALONE 
ONE THE CHIEF CAUSES FAILURE AMONG THE BLIND 
PHILIP LAYTON. Honorary Treasurer, Montreal Association for the Blind* 


the first place particularly not wish 
think that object the blind hav- 
ing guides. the contrary, when they can 
afford guide get one gratuitously, they can 
invariably better work, but the point that 
wish make clear that they should not re- 
main idle for lack guide. 

Ability stand alone the first lesson 
learned childhood. All parents know the 
pleasure gives when the baby takes its first 
walk. Parents blind children should always 
train them walk about unassisted. Never 


*(Read the 1917 Convention the 
W. B., Portland, Me.) 


mind about the falls and bumps, this all 
part their development. Once the blind 
child realizes that can travel alone unas- 
sisted the habit will become fixed one and 
will remember all its life. this knowl- 
edge were well circulated, there would not 
many helpless children entering our In- 

The chances success life are far greater 
blind young man woman who can 
travel alone and mix with the world, although 
possessing literary attainments, than one 
particularly talented, but wholly dependent 
upon guide. Through moving around and 
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getting among people innumerable fields 
usefulness are opened up. 


paper Piano Tuning given the 
International Conference for the Blind, held 
London, 1914, stated, “Every young man 
starting out life work his own private 
tuning connection, should provided with 
guide, either his friends the Institu- 
tion which has been trained. this 
way his will more rapid.” There 
are many blind, especially those starting 
life, who can not afford guide and who have 
relations friends act such. used 
get little boy take the house 
tune piano before school hours, then used 
own way home. Even now 
not always convenient for some one put 
business; get alone. But before getting 
off the car careful ask the conductor 
whether the course quite clear, and often 
the latter will lead the sidewalk. 


Mr. Haworth Accrington, and one 
the largest Piano dealers Lancashire, 
England, pupil the Royal Normal College, 
when commenced business, used 
start out alone, bag hand, even when 
had nothing and walk briskly cer- 
tain direction though going execute 
order. 


have sometimes heard the remark “There 
wonderful Providence watching over 
drunkards and babies. When falling roll- 
ing downstairs they seldom break their bones.” 
have sometimes thought that this might 
applied the blind. don’t ever remember 
hearing any serious accident happening 
blind person through travelling alone. Thou- 
sands people who are blessed with eyesight 
are run over, seriously injured and sometimes 
killed outright our streets. The reason for 
this obvious. Blind people are more cau- 
tious and use their other senses more than 
the sighted. would interesting know 
what the Insurance Companies have say 
about this. Some railway companies Eng- 
land not allow the blind travel their 
lines unaccompanied. This indeed great 
privation and adds enormously blind man 
woman’s difficulties. The pity is, that 


some the Directors are not blind themselves. 
they were, they would then better under- 
stand our situation. 

When our residential Music Master arrived 


Canada, the Principal our School accom- 
panied him wherever wished go, bur, 
owing accident the latter, Mr. Austin 
found that wished enjoy life 
would have “buck up” and get about with- 
out guidance. now goes and out 
the City, changes cars, finds his way 
Church, Concert Halls, etc., with very little 
difficulty. This the experience several 
our blind pupils and this should be. 


can testify that when have lost way, 
always sooner find help and 
ance. course, blind persons have use 
their brains more than the average seeing per- 
son. remember going through wood 
Canada with two little boys, when 
somehow got off the path. Turning which- 
ever way would, could not get out. 
Ages boys, years and years re- 
spectively. When they knew were lost 
they began cry. last helped the elder 
boy big tree and asked him look for 
the river. shouted, can see it, Daddy.” 
told him try and remember the direction, 
and noticed the way was looking. 
then struggled the trees and last 
reached the bank. then, course, knew 
bearings and walked along the shore until 
saw our way clear get out into the road. 


Pupils Schools should well versed 
location and should follow along lines simi- 
lar those the mariner. They should al- 
ways know whether they are travelling north, 
south, east west. not right wise 
keep the blind shut School and not 
allowed walk streets because one two 
them get into trouble. When young man 
violates the rules, for instance, smokes, 
goes into saloon, then his freedom should 
taken away from him, but unjust pun- 
ish the whole School. Better 
times boy get his leg broken even 
killed outright, than the lives hundreds 
the blind should ruined. realize fully the 
difficulty for large schools allow its pupils 
walk the streets the neighborhood 
their leisure time, but the senior pupils, par- 
ticularly the males, ought allowed this 
privilege occasionally, and all should in- 
structed how walk the streets alone, 
get over busy crossings, mount street cars, 
and find ticket offices railway stations. 
This will mean worry and supervision for the 
Superintendent and Teachers, but sure 
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these ladies and gentlemen would not expect 
exempt from these experiences which are 
the portion every business man. fact, 
this not very difficult, for when 
once the ice broken these experiences will 
become quite easy and enjoyable. When vis- 
iting Halifax was delighted find that Sir 
Fredrick Fraser allowed his senior boys 
out the evening themselvés and also 
the various Sunday Schools and other 
classes. 


Upon entering new district blind man 
should always get his bearings. learn 
ones’ way about particular district, or- 
der move with quickness and ease, good 
plan out night and little ex- 
ploring when one about. One will often 
find this way many useful guides. may 
find particular building may sometimes 
this counting his steps from known object 
—the wind sometimes assistance when 
you have lost your way open space, and 
likewise the sun. have often got out diffi- 
culties through listening certain 
may the rustling the trees, the noise 


THE USE OF A CANE 


strong believer the blind carrying 
cane umbrella. maintain takes away 
awkwardness and makes blind person look 
more natural. This probably why the mili- 
tary authorities insist its use. once 
heard gentleman remark that noticed the 
blind did not know what with their 
hands. There art carrying cane 
and the blind should taught it. should 
not used for tapping the ground and thus 
attracting attention. 

remember the first blind tuner that 
had, how was opposed the use 
stick, and thought, like many blind persons, 
that made him look more blind. did not 
learn his mistake, until one day, when com- 
ing the warerooms, lost his bear- 
ings and walked into opening where they 
were excavating large property. His feet 
suddenly slipped, and, sliding down steep 
ended two feet slush and 
mud. sadder but wiser man. 
Since then has always carried stick. 
know another gentleman who objects 
carrying stick for the same reason, and when 


comes street, before crossing, 
claps his hands snaps his fingers, catch 
the impression objects. opinion, this 
looks far more blind than carrying cane 
your hand. know blind gentleman who, 
one occasion, when crossing road, heard 
vehicle approaching and rushed for the side- 
walk, which was nearer than thought, with 
the result, that, his foot caught the edge 
the curb and went sprawling. The use 
would have prevented this accident. 
cane particularly valuable when approaching 
curbs. Pupils should not allowed use 
stick School Grounds Buildings but 
they should taught how carry grace- 
fully and noiselessly the streets. The stick 
umbrella should always have crook, which 
will away with the annoyance dropping 
it. This crook can hung from the pocket 
the coat when buttoned, when the hands 
are required for other purposes. 


RUSHING UP AND DOWN STAIRS 


Some blind people have very bad habit 
rushing and down stairs. sooner 
they get their hand bannister than away 
they go. Whether this show off 
display their agility, know not, but 
afraid there some pride the back it. 
knew blind tuner who was coming down 
long flight stairs great rate, regard- 
less what might his way, when 
suddenly collided with ladder upon which 
man was standing with paint pot. forget 
what happened the man, but know that 
the pot paint went flying over the bannister 
the floor below and landed beautiful 
grand piano. 


Another bad habit blind people, that 
shuffling their feet the side-walk. This 
attracts attention, and very unpleasant 
the person who happens their companion. 
Shuffling one’s feet particularly wearing 
the boots, which point worth studying 
these days. The blind far as_ possible, 
should try imitate the sighted their gen- 
eral movements and deportment, however, 
one should very cautious following pe- 
destrians. One very sad experience remem- 
ber, when following two people who were 
walking rapidly along street, which was 
covered with snow. suddenly switched 
off and went full pelt into wall and cut 
face, and smashed glasses. gentle- 
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man coming up, picked glasses and 
asked had hurt myself. might 
have seen the cuts face. But few 
knocks scars are nothing the agony 
mind the lonely idle blind. 


“Arise and walk” should the motto 
the blind today. Since the days blind 
Bartimaeus, blind people have been sitting 
the wayside begging, leaning others. 
they would only step out their nervousness, 
reserve and shyness, they would find ready 
and willing hands waiting help them. 
When you come home from your work, tired 
and weary, all the more reason that you 
should make the effort to. spend the evening 
somewhere. Staying the house tends 
make one morbid and narrow. All that 
needed little effort. Put your hat and 
coat on, take your cane parasol and push 
have difficulty finding the place you 
you will always find willing 
guide. People generally love service. 
Don’t afraid speak the person sitting 
next you. she will read the programme 
you. this way you may find angel 
unawares. Perhaps the person going your 
way home, they will put you the car. 
Through this effort you will get good night’s 
rest and the next day the world will look 
brighter you. Like Longfellow’s “Black- 
smith” you will have earned night’s re- 
pose. Through these adventures you may 
meet, perchance, good wife. More 
likely things have happened sighted per- 
sons. Why should they not happen the 
blind? From unselfish point view, the 
blind should learn travel alone. par- 
ticularly trying one’s friends con- 
stantly requisitioned, but, need not 
afraid make use our friends some 
degree. few days ago Mrs. Layton was 
telling some ladies the subject paper 
and one lady said “Blind not al- 
ways like helped. saw blind man 
standing the corner not long ago and asked 
shovld help him across but replied 
almost Any man woman 
who acts this way has lot learn. 
consider brutish and direct injury 
our cause. The bump very 
the sooner learn humility, courtesy and 


gratitude, the better will for all. But, 
let return our motto, “Arise and Walk.” 
Arise from fear, doubt and hesitation, fear 
from within and fear from without, putting 
the place fear, faith and trust. God 
helps those who help themselves. The man 
woman who all the time sitting down 
seldom accomplishes much. reviewing the 
past, long acquaintance with blind people 
has shown that those who had the ability 
and the pluck get about and travel without 
seeing help invariably have succeeded, whilst 
among those who have wholly depended upon 
guides, have known many failures. Why 
constantly hear remarked, when 
visit new neighborhood, that there are 
blind people the place? The reason is, that 
the blind are sitting down, shut the 
homes, but they are there all the same. 


EXPERIENCE NORFOLK. 


remember when was young man, 
spending evening out village Nor- 
folk, England. certain point the 
way there were cross roads, and, unthink- 
ingly, took the wrong one. not wish 
friends here think for moment that 
had been mixing too freely with convivial 
spirits, but, after walking for about three- 
fourths hour came the conclusion 
that was the wrong road and retraced 
steps, running most the way. Keeping 
the left took the next road with similar 
result. not remember whether was the 
third fourth that proved the right 
one, but know that arrived home 
the early hours the morning, feeling very 
tired. lost country road mid- 
night is, say the least, far from pleasant. 
But even this mild compared getting 
lost the snow. consider snow one 


the greatest obstacles overcome when 
traveling alone. 


have never met with any difficulty when 
traveling alone the trains. always take 
care get the party who puts aboard 
show the lay the land, and this 
not possible, the conductor too pleased 
your fellow-nassengers too proud ask 
their crossed the Atlantic sev- 


eral times without companion. but before 
friends left the ship, took care learn 
way about, but, course, one has 


_ 
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make the effort make friends and this 
not very difficult you are musical. People 
will soon get know you when they see 
you the piano. Strange say people 
not readily enter into conversation with blind 
people. This doubt due the fact that 
recognition comes from the eye. This was 
Sir Francis Campbell’s experience, who had 
crossed the Atlantic many times. 


When going England 1896, asked 
gentleman who was sharing cabin, and 
whom had befriended during the voyage, 
whether would help off the ship 
the tender and then introduce the 
customs officer. agreed this, but 
miserably broke his word. stood alone 
the deck. realized that, the ship 
would soon moving five miles away the 
docks, was great difficulty but called 
remembrance past experiences. Sud- 
denly heard someone rushing along the deck 
and gentleman who had come back get 
his glasses, which had forgotten, helped 
aboard the tender. board, lady spoke 
and introduced her husband, who 
was cattle importer. took the 
customs official, who passed baggage with- 
out examination. then got into cab and, 
after sending telegram from the post office 
London, drove the railway station and 
caught train. 


look upon dramatic sketch one 
the best agencies training the blind walk 
and move naturally. have given several 
sketches our school and also two Shakes- 
perian plays. The spirit this instruction 
permeates the whole school. third our 
pupils have taken part these plays. 
would not right wise only let those 
take part who had partial vision were par- 
ticularly active and natural. large school 
several classes for dramatic sketches could 
arranged, and many valuable lessons would 
derived from such course. One good 
result this instruction would the taking 
away the statuesque appearance some 
the blind. Dancing should also en- 
couraged every possible way and there 
difficulty getting young men and women 
from outside come and dance with the 
pupils. 

The elder pupils school should taken 
for walk the streets least once 
course they could divided 


into parties according the size the in- 
official leading with two pupils 
and the others following twos, teacher 
with two more pupils bringing the rear. 
Busy thoroughfares can traversed this 
way. The pupils with partial sight should 
utilized far possible, guides those 
totally blind. halt would have made 
the busiest crossings, but with little care 
and ingenuity with those charge the 
party all difficulties will easily surmounted. 
These outings afford the greatest possible en- 
joyment and instruction the pupils and re- 
lieve the monotony school life, also en- 
abling them get accustomed the out- 
side world which they will soon become 
part. 


great education and aid the 
development pupils taken churches, 
entertainments and theatres, etc., and great 
mistake suppose that you need one seeing 
person every three four blind. know 
one institution which always used take 
the pupils the above mentioned busses, 
—this was advertising the helplessness the 
blind most marked way. 


Some blind people are afraid move and 
when they do, with fear and trembling. 
This can only overcome encouraging 
them walk alone. morning from 
7:15 7:30 M., weather permitting, our 
pupils have short walk around the grounds 
and, although they are allowed talk and 
walk side side, not permissible 
take each other’s arms. 

The ability travel alone often spells suc- 
cess. broadens the life, and opens the 
individual wonderful possibilities. 
this capacity the life would only mediocre, 
and not given the development that needs. 
wonderful the interesting personalities 
you run against when traveling alone and 
the information you acquire. After the effort 
you return home, healthier and stronger, both 
mind and body. 


CONCLUSION. 


conclusion, after sojourning the king- 
dom the blind for years, thorough- 
convinced that the ability travel alone 
the foundation success with the blind. 
happiness, 
recreation, enjoyment, friendship, knowledge, 
health and strength. 
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GARDNER’S TRUST FOR THE BLIND. 


Victoria Street, Westminster, London, England. 


The “Gardner Trust for the Blind” the 
Trust created the will the late Mr. 
Henry Gardner, Westbourne Terrace, 
Hyde Park, who, his death January 
1879, left the sum £300,000, ($1,500,000), 
free from legacy duty, for the benefit blind 
persons residing England Wales. 

order that the fund should employed 
the best possible way, and accordance 
with the wishes the testator, the matter 
was referred the Court Chancery, where 
scheme for the administration the fund, 
dated January 20, 1882, was drawn and ap- 
proved. pursuance application from 
the Committee, the Board the Charity Com- 
missioners for England and Wales issued 
order February 23, 1894, varying the 
scheme the Trust, which has the effect 
constituting four general headings for the dis- 
tribution the income the fund, after pay- 
ment the necessary expenses manage- 
ment, 

Two-ninths shall applied instruct- 
ing the blind the profession music. 

Two-ninths shall applied instruct- 
ing the blind suitable trades, handicrafts 
and professions other than the profession 
music. 

Two other such nine equal parts shall 
applied providing pensions for the poor 
and deserving blind who may incapable 
earning their livelihood. 

The remaining three such nine equal 
parts shall applied such manner the 


Committee think best for the benefit the 
blind. 


The Committee, who meet, rule, the 
first Tuesday each month, and oftener when 
necessary, have absolute discretion manag- 
ing and carrying into effect the scheme the 
charity, strict accordance with these provi- 

All applications should made the Sec- 
retary, either personally letter, the 
office, and not members the Committee. 

report the Trust published annu- 
and copy can obtained applica- 
tion the Secretary. 


*Reprinted from Information with regard 
Institutions, Societies, etc., the United 
dom Henry Wilson. 6th ed. rev. 


administering the fund, the Committee 
desire far possible— 


make grants from this fund the 
means eliciting the contributions 
assistance other persons and socie- 
ties. 

give the persons aided such as- 
sistance will call out their own exer- 
tions, and put them the way main- 
taining but this not meant 
apply the cases persons who are 
considered fit subjects for pensions. 

avoid such application the fund 
will merely that which would oth- 
erwise done the parochial rates. 

ceiving assistance reason his re- 
ligious opinions; but person can re- 
ceive assistance unless the Committee 
are first satisfied that good 
moral character and real need 
help from the fund. 


The following information will useful 
persons seeking assistance from the Trust: 


INSTRUCTION Trades, Handicrafts 
and Professions, including Music (a.)—Schol- 
arships different values from £20 £60 
year are founded the Universities, and 
various Institutions, and, vacancies occur 
from time time, blind persons betwéen the 
ages sixteen and twenty-seven, who are 
desirous becoming candidates, should make 
application the Secretary the Trust, 
order that their names may 
person permitted compete for any schol- 
arship unless the Committee are first satisfied 
that has such health and strength body 
and mind will enable him pursue his 
studies advantage. 

The scholarship does not cover, rule, 
the entire cost the pupil’s expenses the 
Institution. the first instance, the scholar 
sent for three months trial, 
Committee reserve themselves the power 
declaring the scholarship vacant, the resuit 
unsatisfactory them; if, however, the 
result satisfactory, the scholar 


scholarship for year from the time that 
entered the Institution, and then re-elected 
from year year, provided that the Commit- 


; 
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tee the expiration each year are satisfied, 
such evidence they may require, that the 
scholar has shown capacity, applied himself 
diligently his studies, has otherwise con- 
ducted himself satisfactory manner, and 
need further instruction. The decision 
scholar otherwise final and conclusive. 

given Institutions undertaking the instruc- 
tion the blind, and also individual blind 
persons above the age years who are un- 
able meet the whole expense such in- 
struction. 


PENSIONS.—Grants way pension 
are made without restriction age. Per- 
sons receipt parochial relief are, one 
the regulations drawn the Committee 
for their general guidance, ineligible. as- 
sistance given street musicians, and the 
intermarriage blind persons much depre- 
cated. the Report the Royal Commis- 
sion the Blind, the Deaf and Dumb, etc., 
recommended that the intermarriage 
the blind should strongly discouraged. 
Every applicant should, the first instance, 
send his name full, age, and address, the 
Secretary, and state the average amount his 
weekly income and from what sources 
derived. letter from the clergyman the 
parish which the applicant lives, from 
the minister the chapel which attends, 
should also sent the Secretary, giving 
full particulars, and certifying from personal 
knowledge that the applicant good char- 
acter, thoroughly deserving, and real need 
assistance from the Trust. 

The pensions, which are the amounts £10, 
£15, and £20 year, are terminable the 
Committee six month’s notice, are 


withdrawn without notice, the pensioner 

Trust can applied granting pensions, and 
the applicants have been very numerous, 
and vacancies occur but seldom the list 
pensioners, very many persons, however de- 
serving, must perforce disappointed. 


GRANTS way free gifts are made 
the following and other cases: 


Institutions for the purchase 
furniture and apparatus required for 
the instruction additional pupils 
beyond those already there, other- 
wise special cases. 

For the manufacture books 
blind type, and grants such books. 

(c). assist local efforts for the estab- 
which technical training may 
given the blind trades handi- 
crafts. 

enable persons who have received 
instruction trade, handicraft, 
profession begin the practice there- 
and make start life, pro- 
viding them with tools, materials, etc., 
and also 

those persons who require help 
continue their trade, handicraft, 
profession, and are unable procure 
from friends other sources. 


Grants under headings and are made 
with intention that they will repeated, but 
with hope permanently establishing the 
recipients some trade, handicraft, pro- 
fession. 


this precis words im- 
porting males include females. 


who hasn’t time happy today will find that too 
late tomorrow. 
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REPORT ST. DUNSTAN’S HOSTEL 
FOR BLINDED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS, 


for the Year ended March 3lst, 1917. 


DUNSTAN’S, Regent’s Park, the magnificent house 

and estate generously placed the disposal the 
Blinded Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Care Committee its owner, 
Mr. Otto Kahn, the well-known American financier, has 
had immensely enlarged since the first Annual Report 
was written, owing the sadly increasing number 


blinded fighters. 


The great house the edge Regent’s Park has 
many historic associations belonging the past, but nothing 


half inspiringly cheerful its present-day contribution 
history. has well been called the Happiest House 
London, for those blinded men who have learnt live 
their lives anew with such gay courage know all that 
worth the knowing about happiness. 


Their happiness means that they feel content with 
regard their condition, content, also, the arrange- 
ments for their future welfare. Their happiness the 
child the joy arises from the know- 
ledge that they have conquered the foe who threatened 
destroy spirit well sight. 


the time writing this Report the blind inmates 
St. Dunstan’s and its Annexes are 442 number, and the 
accommodation has recently been extended degree 
which will make possible welcome nearly manv more. 


St. Dunstan’s has now quite number 
The Committee Regent’s Park College, the building 
nearest St. Dunstan’s the Park, have most 
placed their vast establishment, rent free, the disposal 
the Blinded Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Care Committee. The 
men who are learning massage live great house near by. 
Close Blackheath Common another large house with 
spacious garden; which are sent men who, while conva- 
lescent, are not sufficiently fit for the regular work St. 
Dunstan’s. This establishment the munificent present 
Mr. Kilby The National Institute for the Blind, 
which has lent St. Dunstan’s. Yet another roomy house, 
with very large gardens and smaller dwelling well, pro- 
vide accommodation Brighton for men who are still in; 
the convalescent stage. These Brighton houses also have 
been placed the disposal the Committee The 
National Institute for the Blind, which they belong. 
Annexe Torquay supported generous local efforts, 
and set apart for cases which require long period 
convalescence. 


Two the fine, commodious houses Portland Place 
are used residences for officers who have lost their sight. 
one these, most kindly lent Sir John and Lady 
Stirling Maxwell, Sir Arthur and Lady Pearson live with 
party blinded officers, and friends Sir Arthur are 
charge the second house just across the way. These 
officers are single. The married officers are accommodated 
flats and apartments near hand, and all St. 
Dunstan’s daily learn those things which essential 
blinded man should know. Most the officers seriously 
take some useful occupation, either for pleasure profit. 
For quite apart from any question earnings, the blinded 
man seeks establish inter-communication with the sighted 
world some practical method, and the pride 
into his life. 


The War Office authorities have displayed the utmost 
interest the blinded soldiers’ welfare, and everything 
possible has been done them assist the Committee 
matters ensuring the comfort and happiness the 
gratitude felt Surgeon-General Sir 
Alfred Keogh, who has always shown 
friendly, personal concern the welfare the men 
St. Dunstan’s. 


arranged the War Office authorities that 
soldiers with badly damaged eyes shall drafted the 
2nd London General Hospital, Chelsea; the event 
specially heavy casualties occupying the whole the 
available accommodation there, men are sent the 3rd 
London General Hospital, Wandsworth. sometimes 
happens that blinded men are mistake sent from the dis- 
embarkation port another hospital. these cases 
transfer the 2nd London General Hospital 3rd London 
General Hospital effected soon the patient 
fit condition travel. Once these hospitals the men 
come immediately under the care St. Dunstan’s. 
Members the staff visit them daily, while still the 
hospitals, and their interest aroused, without waste 
time, means instruction such simple arts net 
bag making and preliminary teaching Braille. The Rt. 
Hon. Geo. Barnes referred especially this point 
the course speech made the House 
Commons, extract from which appears page 15. 
This prompt comradeship means that the newly-blinded 
soldier not allowed slip into the slough despondency 
which usually engulfs the man who has suddenly lost the 
precious gift sight. Instead, the fighting spirit the 
man roused, hears what full and wonderful 
lives others can win through; closed eyelids not mean 
lack vision, what others can make life can also 
make, and already his spirits are cheered eagerly 
plans his new campaign. 


Two hundred and eighty-nine men have date 
(March 31st, 1917) passed out, having learnt one, and 
sometimes more than one, the following occupations 
Massage, Shorthand-writing, Telephone Operating, Boot- 
repairing, Mat-making, Basket-making, Joinery, Poultry 
Farming, and Market Gardening. 


interesting note that the Australian and 
Canadian Authorities use every inducement persuade 
blinded Australian and Canadian soldiers remain 
England for sufficiently long time acquire practical 
training St. Dunstan’s. There are the Hostel, the 
time writing this Report, blinded soldiers from Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Tasmania, and 
Newfoundland. 


Whatever occupation the men train for, practically all 
them learn, well, master Braille and the use the 
typewriter, and netting work various kinds. Type- 
writing not taught occupation, except those 
learning shorthand-writing, but keep the men touch 
with their friends correspondence. The hand-writing 
blind man almost inevitably deteriorates, and some- 
times this deterioration very rapid. 
necessary that should quickly learn feel home 
with typewriter. Men who have never seen, and never 
will see, typewriter have learnt tap the keys with 


dependable accuracy and fair speed very few 
weeks. 


Every man given typewriter his own personal 
possession when has passed the writing test imposed, 
and leaving St. Dunstan’s the men are well supplied 
with Braille literature, the Committee the National 
Library for the Blind having generously arranged lend 
books free for life all members H.M. Forces blinded 
the war, The National Institute for the Blind under- 
taking payment postage these books. 
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St. Dunstan’s principally staffed members 
Voluntary Aid Detachments, strengthened sufficient 
number paid orderlies and trained nurses. 
workshops, while there are sighted foremen each 
department, the instruction mainly given men who are 
themselves blind. The more intelligent and apt soldiers are 
kept pupil teachers, and may readily imagined 
how stimulating must the effect newly blinded 
man find his first fumbling efforts directed one who 
himself was blinded the battlefield but few months back. 


The Honorary Superintendent the Workshops 
Mr. Rose. Miss Dorothy Pain supervises the Braille 
and typewriting instruction which has been organised 
Miss Austin, member the Committee, and 
‘of the National Library for the Blind. 


Miss Austin helped workers who make Braille 
books for the National Library hand. Each pupil has 
individual teacher, arrangement which makes for 
notably rapid rate progress. There are well over 
these teachers, all whom are voluntary. 
not easy express the deep gratitude felt the 
pupils themselves, and the Committee, for the unselfish 
devotion these voluntary teachers, who make light 
weather and other difficulties and appear their posts day 
day assist the brave men who are learning blind. 


The working day divided between the class-rooms 
and the workshops training schools. 
hours the morning, and two hours the afternoon are 
the fixed times for work, but the men are able extend 
these times morning they care so, 
and good many avail themselves this opportunity. 


The man who learns Braille, typing and netting the 
morning, the workshops the poultry farm, else- 
where the afternoon, and vice versa. 


The short hours work and the alternation class- 
room and workshop study planned set purpose, because 
working under the handicap blindness imposes very 
much greater mental strain than those who can see would 
imagine. There doubt that the shortness their 
working day furnishes one the main reasons for the 
remarkable speed with which the men St. Dunstan’s 
become proficient their handicrafts. 


Netting taught conjunction with Braille and type- 
writing, found that beginners often have difficulty 
keeping their attention concentrated for more than half-an- 
hour time. Netting, while not ranking 
industry, pleasant occupation, which man who cares 
make the best his spare time, can easily earn few 
shillings week. the lounge, the weekly debates, 
concerts, and other entertainments, the men will noticed, 
often, contentedly busy with their netting. 


Cobblers are being trained great numbers the 
workshops. occupation for the blind which was 
very little practised. until developed St. Dunstan’s. 
seven months blind man can taught sole and 
heel boots just well any sighted cobbler could the 
work, and will find abundant work, wherever may 
settle after leaving St. Dunstan’s, and the chance make 
good earnings. The cobblers are also taught mat-making, 
industry which fills any slack time they may have and 
gives the opportunity earn good money another 
direction. The one objection mat-making its monotony, 
that its alternation with cobbling, is, double sense, 
satisfactory arrangement. 


Basket-making, the oldest the staple industries for the 
blind, taught many varieties. St. Dunstan’s does not 
profess turn out man who complete master the 
art, able make every kind basket. Each man learns 
make several kinds saleable baskets, and care taken 


ascertain whether any particular variety basket 
demand the locality where the pupil will after- 
wards settle and start for himself. 


Another industry taught the workshops joinery. 
complete all-round joiner the aim rather enable him 
make range readily saleable articles, such picture- 
frames, tea-trays, corner-cupboards, occasional tables, and 
the like. With practice can turn out these quite 
well and quickly can the sighted man, and this 
trade the earnings the men who have left maintain 
very satisfactory level. 


Beyond the workshops the Poultry Farm. Here 
almost untried industry for blind people has been 
proved wonderfully successful. Men are taught 
poultry-keeping practical and up-to-date lines. 
learn distinguish birds different breeds almost instan- 
taneously touch, manage incubators, prepare and 
truss birds for table, and generally conduct poultry 
farm methods which, when intelligently ensure 
paying results. 


This department was initiated Captain Webber, 
the well-known blind poultry expert. Those eminent 
poultry experts, Mr. Edward Brown, F.L.S., and Mr. Clem 
Watson, are good devote considerable amount 
their time examining men poultry subjects, and the pupils 
are divided into classes result the proficiency shown. 


The last few weeks training are given poultry 
farm King’s Langley. the men put into practice 
the theories they have learned St. Dunstan’s. Another 
very important adjunct poultry instruction the oppor- 
tunity which afforded wives, mothers, and other 
relatives learn the methods taught St. Dunstan’s 
well-known poultry farm the they 
given six weeks’ course instruction free all 


This arrangement ensures intelligent co-operation from his 
womentolk when the blinded poultry farmer leaves St. 
Dunstan’s take work for himself. 


There are three special occupations taught the men 
who have been most suitably educated the past, take 
work the these comes Massage, the 
one occupation which, properly instructed, the blind 
man can more than hold his own with the sighted. The 
Massage training conducted the most modern and 
scientific principles. Men acquire knowledge anatomy, 
physiology, and pathology St. Dunstan’s itself, and then 
pass the Massage School The National Institute 
for the Blind, thoroughly up-to-date and well-equipped 
establishment. The men have pass the examinations 
the Incorporated Society Trained Masseurs, and 
far not one failed. After passing the stiff 
examinations necessary, the Blinded Soldier masseurs have 
been placed Military Hospitals and Command Depots. 
The satisfaction which they have given evinced the 
fact that from every establishment which one these 
men engaged has come the demand for more. Four 
St. Dunstans’ masseurs who are employed very 
large Command Depot the North England are, the 
medical authorities there, regarded the 
among the men and women professors the art 
forming the entire corps. 


Several men who occupied secretarial positions before 
they joined the Army are learning 
which, combined with knowledge typewriting, will 
enable them resume their former work. short- 
hand-writing quite difficult learn, and the speed with 
which acquired St. Dunstan’s has astonished experts 
the teaching the Blind. 


Several men who have obtained situations 
hand typewriting secretaries are giving unqualified 


N 


satisfaction their employers and are earning high 


even higher wages than those which they earned before 
their disablement. 


Remington Typewriter Co., consultation with 
expert teachers the blind, have built special typewriters 
for the use these men, and also for men who, addition 
their blindness, have lost one hand. 


occupation taught the blinded soldier. 
telephone operator cannot, course, work 
exchanges where the flash-light system vogue, but 
able make good exchanges belonging large offices 
and business establishments where the drop-shutter system 
installed. few weeks the blind operator can tell 
sound exactly which the apparently identical 
shutters has fallen, and proves himself just competent 
sighted employee. 


Every effort made re-equip men for their original 
occupations, and some very striking successes have resulted. 
is, course, only seldom that blinded man can resume 
the occupation which pursued before his disablement, 


but opportunity missed enabling men take 
their former work. 


the men who have left St. Dunstan’s and have 
been settled their work, provided with plant, given 
stocks raw material, and otherwise started life, the 
vast majority are earning sums which prove very handsome 
supplements their pensions. Indeed there are quite 
number cases which earnings are higher scale 
than before the men were blinded. 


The men St. Dunstan’s are taught play well 
work. this aspect their lives Mr. Rose 
again valuable assistance. They row, they swim, they 
compete walking and running races and tugs 
ball played, and physical drill the command blinded 
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non-commissioned officers regularly practised when rowing 
out season. The Physical Drill displays given during 
the winter months attract crowds interested onlookers and 
there eager competition for the proficiency prizes. They 
have two dances every week, one instruction night for 
beginners, the other what the men call regular ball,” 
which each them may invite lady friend indoor games 
such dominoes, draughts, chess and cards are enjoyed 
the evenings; debating very popular, 
the sessions are well attended, and the men show themselves 
eager speak and full enthusiasm and versatility 
ideas. Almost every blinded soldier St. Dunstan’s plays 
some kind musical instrument, from the 
whistle the piano violin. Those with aptitude for 
singing receive lessons the art. 


Two Chapels, one Church England and 
conformist, consecrated early the year the Bishop 
London, the other Roman Catholic, are included 
the little world the blind St. Dunstan’s. Much 
the woodwork these chapels has been made the men 
the carpentry workshop, for instance, lectern with 
very beautiful carved beadings. 


The Rev. Sharpe, the Rector Holy Trinity, 
St. Marylebone, Honorary Chaplain St. Dunstan’s, 
and assisted the Resident Anglican Chaplain, the Rev. 
Tucker, while the spiritual needs the Roman 
Catholic men are the care the Rev. Father Hitchcock 
and the Rev. Father Howell. 


special word thanks must offered the 
eminent oculists, Captain Ormonde and Mr. Arnold Lawson, 
who voluntarily give their services St. Dunstan’s, and 
whose skilful aid has been the utmost value and impor- 
tance; also Captain Cruise, who has generously 
placed his great ophthalmic skill the disposal many: 
Drs. Mollison and Davis, the throat 


and nose specialists, Dr. Risien Russell, the celebrated 
nerve specialist, and Mr. Harris, the clever dental 
surgeon, who voluntarily give their expert advice and 
treatment the men who have lost their sight the war. 


thank adequate terms the multitude others 
who have from sheer kindness and sympathy aided and 
encouraged the men St. Dunstan’s would involve the 
printing list many hundreds names. Will the 
V.A.D.’s who cheerfully perform the 
domestic work St. Dunstan’s and its whose 
bright companionship delightful solace the officers 
and men who have made great sacrifice for the cause 
the Allies, accept this very inadequate acknowledgement 
their sympathetic services. 


And the term V.A.D. here meant include the 
many kindly folk who, while not belonging any definite 
organization, give great deal their time, their thought, 
and their sympathy the blinded soldiers, taking them for 
walks, reading them, instructing them the social arts, 
organizing and assisting the entertainments which are 
given them, and befriending them countless other ways. 


Again, impossible—largely owing shortage 
paper—to acknowledge properly the splendidly munificent 
donations which have reached St. Dunstan’s from every 
part the world. must offer this sincere 
expression gratitude, behalf the men benefiting 
them, all who have sent contributions, great small, 
during the past year. The fact that the broad stream 
generosity has been fed tributaries from the most remote 
and unlikely quarters the globe bears highly valued 
testimony the esteem felt for the work St. Dunstan’s, 
wherever the cause for which the blinded gave his 
sight held sacred. 


The assistance the Press making the work St. 
Dunstan’s and its many claims widely known the public 


very deeply and gratefully appreciated. Proprietors and 
editors throughout the British Empire, and indeed wherever 
the world the English language read, are sincerely 
thanked for their generous and helpful co-operation. Under 
the wartime conditions paper shortage and space restric- 
tions, St. Dunstan’s feels that this year its debt gratitude 
the Press even greater than ever before. 


The mere recital the names the distinguished 
visitors St. Dunstan’s during the past twelve months 
would more than fill this little must, however, 
mentioned that His Majesty the King paid another visit 
the Hostel shortly before this Report was 
was entirely informal surprise His Majesty 
expressed himself Sir Arthur Pearson greatly gratified 
with the very marked improvements and advances since the 
last occasion which saw his blinded soldiers and 
sailors work and play. The King visited every work- 
shop and class-room, and cheerfully defying drizzle 
sleet, went down the farthest confines the Poultry 
Farm. 


Her Majesty the Queen has displayed her continued 
interest St. Dunstan’s many kind and considerate 

The gracious Patroness St. Dunstan’s, Her Majesty 
Queen Alexandra, has during the past year, always, 
shown the warmest interest the welfare the brave, 
blind Lord French, under whom 
many the men St. Dunstan’s were serving when 
wounded, General Sir William Robertson, 
Imperial General Staff, and Lord Derby, Secretary 
State for War, were also during the last twelve months 
visitors St. Dunstan’s whom special mention must 
made. 


The whole the expenses training and settling the 
men St. Dunstan’s has during the past year been 


generous grants from the National Relief 
Fund, whose Committee have also defrayed the cost the 
many temporary buildings which has been found neces- 
sary erect. The upkeep expenses St. Dunstan’s 
are defrayed The National Institute for the Blind. 
The generous subscriptions which have been sent St. 
Dunstan’ the public are used for such special expen- 

diture involved the payment fares and the free 
entertainment relatives men hospital St. 
Dunstan’s. These relatives are brought from all parts 
the country, and while London accommodated 
special houses arranged for their reception. Subscriptions 
from the public also defray the cost typewriters and 
other expensive apparatus, necessary motor-cars, and 
other extraordinary expenditure. Any balance remaining 
from these subscriptions will eventually allocated the 
After-Care Scheme. 


This important work devising satisfactory 
scheme After-Care for the men settled their 


various occupations proceeding satisfactorily. These 
men while under St. Dunstans’ roof have been taught 
bravely step out the highway normal 
life, but when their period training 
they are not left face the dark loneliness. 
The comradeship St. Dunstan’s continued the 
new and courageous venture they make when starting 
life afresh. This After-Care System mere 
temporary measure, but has been carefully organised 
upon permanent basis, and hoped that 
adequate sum will secured for its maintenance. 
Arrangements are made, under this scheme, for super- 
vising the men’s work, which without this necessary 
stimulus would tend deteriorate: arrangements are 
made also for providing their raw material the best 
quality and cost price, for marketing their goods, 
either locally centrally, and for securing continuity 
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massage, telephone-operating secretarial work. 


Alarge settled Fund toaccom- 
plish this work, which has been entrusted special 
department The National Institute for the Blind. 


May ask all who feel touched this brief record 
splendid determination and resolution overcome terrible 
disability, show their appreciation helping us. have 
written plain, straightforward statement the work 
highflown sentimentality. The simple expression the 
endeavours which are being made lighten the burden laid 
upon the gallant men St. Dunstan’s, the plain recital 
their achievements should enough. 


These men have given very much indeed for their 
country and for you. The least that can given them return 
ensure every means possible that they are placed 
position successfully fight their stern battle against 
terrible handicap the loss sight. 


ARTHUR PEARSON, 


Chairman, 
and Sailors’ Care Committee, 
and President The National 
Institute for the Blind. 


All subscriptions and donations should addressed 
The Secretary, St. Dunstan’s, Regent’s Park, London, 
N.W.1. Statement Accounts for the past year will 
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ROYAL PENSIONS WARRANT. 


Right Hon. George Nicoll Barnes, presenting the New Royal 
Warrant for Pensions Non-Commissioned Officers and Men the 


Commons, the 6th March, 1917, said 


But pension not everything, and many cases pension 
not the main thing. There are men who have dealt with 
result this War, who, spite anything that may done for them 
the way pension, will find they will never restored their old 
conditions long they live. pension case like that seems 
like giving old friend one shilling get rid him instead 
putting him position earn two shillings, which really what 
wants. The work the beginning was done largely number 
voluntary agencies, the Government being the time pre-occupied 
making the war. only right acknowledge the splendid zeal and 
disinterestedness those agencies, and say word about two 
three them hope that will not thought that the omission 
others any slight upon them. simply mention some representative 
all. the first place want mention one which, think, perhaps 
more complete than any other—that the splendid provision made 
St. for the men blinded the War. well known, Sir 
Arthur Pearson lives himself world darkness, but that has not 
quenched the extraordinary energy which has thrown into the relief 
his fellow sufferers. Some 600 men have been blinded the War. 
far 210 them, think, have already passed through St. 
Three hundred are still there, and 100 others are follow. 
thing possible done for them. the first place they are rushed 
through that period depression which inevitably comes all 
them. After that they are put basket-making and other industries 
that may suit them best, fit them for occupation afterwards.” 


BLINDED SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ 
CARE COMMITTEE. 


Patroness HER QUEEN ALEXANDRA. 


Chairman SIR ARTHUR PEARSON, BART. 
(President The National Institute for the Blind.) 


Committee Miss AUSTIN; Miss MACE; 
STAINSBY. 


(The Committee announce, with deep regret, the death during 
the past year their valued colleague, Sir Benjamin Franklin.) 


INCE the issue the last year’s Report the Countess 

Gosford and the Hon. Arthur Stanley have resigned 
from the Committee. They authorise the statement that 
their resignations way express disagreement with 
the manner which the work St. Dunstan’s accom- 
plished, but arise from the fact that the generous support 
the public enables The National Institute for the Blind 
assume full financial responsibility for the upkeep St. 
Dunstan’s, thus allowing its directors cease depend 
any degree upon the already heavily taxed resources 
The British Red Cross Society, and The Order St. 
John Jerusalem England. The Joint Societies will 
continue hitherto afford St. Dunstan’s their invaluable 
aid with regard matters such the selection staff, 
which they are especially qualified assist. The 
Committee take this opportunity expressing their sincere 
gratitude this great organisation for the immense help which 
has rendered them. Mr. Tindal-Robertson, who 
has accepted official appointment, and therefore unable 
attend the meetings the Committee, has also resigned. 
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